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First Attempt to Activate

Setup: FT817, MP-1  antenna, battery 4,5Ah

Issues:

• No alerts/spots set

• Sunday afternoon problem

• Post your activations!

• Use different activations at the same time 
(SOTA, GMA, WFF, COTA,…). Upload your logs
to all programs!

• Serve your chasers! Work all chasers!

• Use CW
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Weight Optimising Journey

Setup1 Weight
(kg)

Setup2 Weight
(kg)

Setup3 Weight
(kg)

Setup4 Weight
(kg)

IC706 3,3 FT-817 1,4 QCX mini 
40, 30,
20m

0,7 QCX mini 
30m

0,3

Bat. 12AH 3,5 Bat. 4,5 Ah 1,4 Bat. 1,5 Ah 0,55 Bat. 1,5 Ah 0,55

Key/
Headset

0,2 Key/
Headset

0,2 Key/
Headset

0,2 Key/
Headset

0,2

MP-1 Ant. 
+ 10 m 
Kabel

1,7 HF-P1 + 10
m cable + 
Tripod

1,7 HF-P1 + 10
m cable + 
Tripod

1,7 EFHW 
Fuchs-Ant. 
+ 6m mast

1,4

Tripod 3 Antenna
Analyser

0,3 Antenna
analyser

0,3 Antenna
analyser

0,3

Log 0,2 Log 0,2 Log 0,2 Log 0,2

Approx.. 
12kg

Approx. 
5,2 kg

3,65 kg 2,95 kg
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Antenna is the best Amplifier

Endfed Half Wave Antenna (Fuchs-Antenna)

 No need for a counterpoise?

 Fighting with the bushes (partially 1m high)
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Antenna is the best Amplifier

Moving to vertical antennas

 Extended radiator from 1m to 5m

 Radials: elevated vs. grounded radials

 Fixing the antenna to the ground (pegs)

 Some problems to tune the antenna in 
dense forrests (no ATU)

 Freezing coils

Next step: back to wire and ATU?
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Have a Plan B for (almost) Anything

 Satnav – dedicated device, phone

 Logging – Paper, electronic log, banknote

 Batteries, power bank…

 Emergency calls – sat-communicator, phone

 Tools - to help for parts for which you do not 
have a plan B

 Never take out any parts from your setup!
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The Shack in the Wild .. is still .. Wild!

Ticks

 Avoid sitting for a long period in grass –
use a small (fishing) chair

 Do not leave your jacket etc. in grass

 Have something to get rid of ticks

 Activate critical peaks in winter

Weather

 Have the right clothes – do not show skin

 A big umbrella might help to protect your
equipment

 Avoid thunder and lightning – get down 
from the peaks
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Be Active Part of a SOTA-Community

SOTA – reflector – source of inspiration
and community life

Be part of a local SOTA community, ,e.g. 
SOTA BW

SOTA is highly addicting! 
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Just give it a go!

• Do not wait until your equipment
is optimised! It never will be ….

• Start your journey now!...

• Thank you for your attention!

• Any Questions?

Copyright DH5ST


